
Finnish Class
Social Media & Spoken Language



Most noticeable differences…
Minä olen. > Mä oon.

Sinä olet. > Sä oot.

Hän/Se on. > Se on.

Me olemme. > Me ollaan.

Te olette. > Te ootte.

He ovat. > Ne on.

The idea of spoken language is to make speaking…

● smoother
● faster
● easier

The way it affects to words:

● Words become shorter
○ Letters will be removed

● Some vowels become longer

Olen -> Oon => -le- is removed and o- becomes long



Texting is cool!
YOLO!

Most shortenings have been taken from 
English, e.g. LOL, BRB, TTYL

emt I don’t know
kewl Cool
mitvit WTF



The Most Common Filler Words / -ku
Eiku Oh no…/Oh wait… Eiku nyt mä muistan. Oh no now I remember.

Mutku But (because)… Mutku mä haluan! But (because) I want!

Nytku Now when… Nyt ku me ollaan täällä. Now when we are here.

Niinku So… Niinku sillä tavalla. So like that way (= way of doing).

Sitku Then when… Sitku mä oon aikunen. Then when I’m an adult.

Voiku Oh… Voiku ois jo kesä. Oh it to be summer already



Other Filler Words 
You Might Face

Finnish language has a lot of filler 
words to make speaking more 

humane and less awkward, or to put 
additional weight for the topic.

Häh? Huh? / What?
Ööö… Uhh…

Tota Well
Okei, no… Okay, well…

Tavallaa Kinda
Periaatteessa In theory
Käytännössä Technically

Tiiäksä? Do you know?

Curse words can also be counted as 
filler words.



Finnish Dialects
● There are over 40 dialects
● The dialects have been split to 

two halves and total of 8 (+1) 
main groups:
○ Eastern dialects: 2
○ Western dialects: 6
○ Helsinki Slang (“Stadin slangi”)

● Dialects have a vital role in the 
spoken language of the areas 
they come from

But can they understand each other?


